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generique, Identification avec un autre. Cette combustion
de Pegoisme, cet abandon de Pindividualite, cet oubli total
du rnoi, je ne Pai eprouve dans sa douceur que par Tadmira-
tion poetique et par P emotion intellectuelle ou morale; mais
jamais, je crois, jusqu'au fond de Petre, jusqu'aux moelles.
Ni Pextase, ni la pamoison, ni Pivresse, ni Petourdissement
ne m'ont encore arrache a la conscience de moi-meme, ne
m'ont vaincu, aneanti, absorbe; j'ignore la transhumanisa-
tion, et je ne connais que Pimpersonnalisation.'

Here Amiel came close, perhaps as close as he ever
came, to acknowledging that the fault lay in himself.
The reality of what is en nous sans nous he could not truly
admit. He could admit it as a fact intellectually appre-
hended; he could even admit that in the scheme of
things it had a right to be and fulfilled a function and
a purpose; but to submit himself to it was impossible.
The ecstasy of self-annihilation, he said, had not visited
him; he chose not to remember that the ecstasy visits
no one who is not prepared to receive it. One cannot
stipulate the terms upon which one will receive life.
Sooner or later the demand comes, in one or other of
a thousand forms, that we must lose our life to save it,
Arniel could not suffer it to be so. In his infinite
sophistication he told himself that he could obey nothing
but an irresistible impulse; but to a completely conscious
man, as Amiel was, no impulse is irresistible, not even
the impulse to maintain complete self-consciousness.
There is a very deep self-deception in his final conclusion
after the years-long debate whether he should or should
not marry Philine. He was writing in 1878, nearly
twenty years after their first meeting.

cj'en conclus qu'un mariage n'est a conseiller que s'il est
irresistible. II ne faut prendre pour epoux que PStre neces-
saire. Dans ce cas? quelle que soit Pissue, on peut se dire: